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Tracking The Tractor-Trailers
'B  lack Box '  Data Alone
ls  Not  Enough For  Win
I n  T r r  r r L  l n i r r r r r  f  r < o <

Althr)u!h h l i lck ho\"  d l t i  l roDr on-f io l l fd
e(nr) l )Lr lc f \  rs  i r  corrn lon lcrLure ot  l factor  t far ler
u l e c l  s L r i t s .  t ! r o  c l r s e  f c p o r t s  l o  I - r w y c r s
Wcckly shtrrv lh i r l  r ) thcr  lypcs t r l  ev ic lcncc urc
c q u r l l \  i r n p o  u n t  l i J f  u  w i n n i n g  h r  d .

.  l n  ( n l c  s u i l  i r r ! o l \ i n !  d n  I - 9 5  r c i t r - c  d r r
hctwcen l$o l r ]c lor  l f i l i lcrs.  thc rc lx l ivc \pccd
r l l  t h c  l $ o  l t r r c k s  \ \ l r s . r  c c r t l | n l  i s s u c  l r s  l o
\ \hr)  \ r 'x \  r l  Iuul t .  JLrnrrs hcrrd f ronr an cvc
s i t n c s s  u h o  \ . r i d  l h c  f l . r i n l i l l  * l r  g o i n r :  l u s t c r
l h i r r  7 l )  n r l h  l u r t  h c l i r | e  l h e  r r c i d c n t .  l h r l
r " I l r . r ' i i i t l r ( i  l L \ l i r n ' \ I \  l h . | l  : r r '  .  | . .  t r ' , ' r r , .

r \ ) r t ro l  r l r ( ldulc in lhc p lx int i f l  \  r rucL kapl  i l
l r ' (nn ! r ) in!  lus lcr  lh i ln 65 lnfh.

- lh(  
re\u l r :  . iur( r r r  r fpr fcnl l \  r ( ' jcctcd thc

hl l l r l  h\ r \  c \ idenc.  in fc lurnin!  a no ncgl i
(ncc- \efd i f r  lof  rhc dclcndurr l \  i t  I 'n l tLn r

l l , r r r r r . (  ( ; r , r r \ ? r r  \ l i  l ' i , l l .  l n (  . t  d /  ( { . S .

l , . rs lcrn I ) i \ l r ic l  \ t l .  5 i0 l - ( ' \ ' - -17.1- l lOr l r .
. ln  r  \ac(nxl  repon. in \h ich i t  t ruck rc:r r

cnr lct l  u eur s l ( rpf icd in hr i r \ l '  l ra l l ic  on l -16
i n  A s h c \ i l l r .  h l i c l  h o x  r c i r d i n s s  \ \ e r e  u \ c d
t()  hut l rc\ \  c l i r i r l ls  lh i l l  thc l tuc lcr  h: ld bccn
dr i \ in$ lor  nrorc lh i rn l - l  hours wirh onl \  r r r
l1(rur 's  \ lecf  hcl inu the \ \ ' rcck.

' l  
h c  t r ' L r c l  s  c l u c t r o n i c  c o n t r o l  n r o d u l c

\howed *hcn lhc t ruck s cngine wis on rnd
\ \hcn i t  \ \ ' rs  ( i l l .  l lu l  lo  p in do!vn lhc l : l l iguc
i s s l r c .  l h c  p l u i n l i l l  h . l d  l o  u s c  c o l r l i l n v
rccort ls .  cc l l  phort t  b i l ls .  h lnd\r ' r i t tcn log\  rn( l
t l r ,  t r r r , 1 , ,  r " .  , \ \  r i L l , ' \ r r r , \  r , s l i r ) r l - n \ .

' I  
h c  r c s u l t :  r  t i ' l . l 7  m i l l i o n

s c l l l c n r c D l  l o r  l h c  p l l i n l i f l  i n
l l , t n A t t t :  t  H a , r s  (  d t t i t t ! t , .  I t t l
. /  , r /  (1 .S.  Westem l ) isrr ic l  No.
l : l ) - l  (  \ | 7 i ) .

'Nol  Ans\rer
l i )  Al l  Qucst ion! '

l l l lcr r :h ut torrrer  . lorcph Wal l .
u 'h()  rL pfo\unlcd lhc delendi tnts
in I ' tn l tot t t .  r l rd l : (  l \ l  t l l t . r  is
i n l I o f l i r n l  i n  r r r c l o r  l f r i l e r  l i r i '

! i r l r , r n .  b u l  i l  \  n ( ) l  l h e  r n s \ \ c r
l ( r  x l l  t h .  q u c \ t i o n s  l h i r t  \ \ e : l \
. l l l i n i r ! \ \  h i l \ c  l t b r r L r t  I  c l t s c . '

l t  P r t r l r o t t t .  t h e  f l i r i n t i l l  s
l r (  N l  c \ i d c n ( c  o n  h i s  r r u r k  s
\ l ) c c r l  l i D r  i l  \ i l \  p o \ e r l i r l .
l loscrcr .  \ \ r l l l  saic l  h i :  uccident
l c (  ( ' D s l l L r r l  i ( J n  i s l  l o l d  h i n l  t h l t
' ' th(r ( '  r \  l l  ronsrdi i r rh lc r r rount
i ' l  \  i r f l l r l i r ) n  l r o m  l h c  I i (  \ {

. ic l l rn!  l r ( r rD l rucl  l  l l l rek . l l r \ l  brai ru\e lhc
l i (  \ l  o n  t h c  I l i r i n l i l l  \  l | L r ( k  \ \ x \  s c l  t r )  i r

c c r l i r i D  \ l x r ( 1 .  l l r r l  d i ( l r r ' l  n c r e s \ u f r l ]  l ) r o \ c
l h ] l  i l  c r j u l d r r ' l  S o  l r s l ! ' r .  

'

' ' .^ lso.  I  lh( 'Lrghl  thut  i t  rus i r r ) l ) { r r l r ln l  th l l
lhe tnrck hl ( l  hccrr  r l r i l r rL l l ic l t r r !d i r  l i l l le  ovcf

thrcr yciln h,jli)rt the utciclcrtt. Wirll s.tiri. lrven

though I  c t rLrk l  \h( '$ no prool  lhx l  lhc I l (  N4
hird hccn rrn] t l r l l (d.  lh i l  p. rss i rgc ( l l  l in)c r \ l^ . . r rcd
l l l .  ' l ' \ J  I . ,  \ , r ' r (  ' l i l r l r \ - \ ' r r  " \ \ 1  \ l t r l ' 1 . 1  i l  \ \ . r '
\ l i l l  rcs l r ic lcr l  l ( ,  i l \  ( ) r i l . l in i t l  s l r*cd. '

I l c c i r u \ ( '  t h c  p l r r i | l t i l i  s  r c h i e l c  o \ c r l u r n e d
i t r r ( l  bLrr  c(1.  Wt l l  \ i r r ( l  hr  d idn l  Ino* i l  dr t l i t
on lhc l ) l r in l i l l  s  JctL l r l  rpccd cotr  h i rvc hecn
d o * n l L l r d t t l  l i ( ) n r  h i \  t r u ( l  s  l i (  \ 1 .

' ' I  l i n d  o l  . l o u h t  i t .  W i l l  \ u i d .  l ] r t  i n
r n \  c \ c n t -  i t  $ . i s  n ( r l  ( l ( r r r . . '

I  l h i r k  I  (  \ l  | | r l " f l r i r l i ,  I  i \  \ ( r \  i r r r l \ ' r -

l i u r t .  \ u i d  \ \ ' u l l .  l  \ r  i U s l  | r \ c I  h u d  l t  c ; r s c
r r h c r c  i t  t o l d  n ) e  t h .  ( l t l i n i l t  i l n r . \ \ c r  |  \ \ i l \
r , ' , 1 | | r s  l , , r  l i l r t  l r r t . r r t .  t h , r t , l r \  \ \ r l l  1 1 ' r ) \ '

' lncredib l l  Impor l  n l '

K iu\ i l \  (11).  Nlo i r t lor l r , j \  
' l i rn 

l ) r ' l l i | r .  \ho
r r p r c \ c n l c ( i  l I c  I l . i i l ] l i l l \  i n  / / , | ' ( r r 1 .  s r i r d  t h i r l
l r (  Nl  dr l r  " i \  i r rercr l ih l r  i r t tponi tnt .  l louerur.
i l s  u s , J l L r l r r u s s  t l r l r n r l s , ' n  I h c  s , r p h i s l i c r i l i r ) r r
o l  I h c  ( r n  h ( ) r r ( l  e q l r i l ) r ) ) c r l l .

' '11 c in nrovi( l r  rn l r ' fn l i l , r r  not  r r r t l r  uhoLtt
a  c r i l s h  i n  l ( f r r s  ( ) l  l l t c  h r r l i r r {  s l c c ( l s  h u l
i l lso sho\ \  i l  d l iv i ' r  s  hr ' : r l i r rg p i r t tcrns.  s i r id
l t , l l : , r .  $ t r , , \ '  l , r . r . t i ( t .  l , " t t . f . . ' t r  l r t K I  r r r t , l r ]

crrsus.  YlrLr  l ] ] i iJr  h i r !c  i r  n l ( ) ( lu lc th l t t  L lc l ron
, l f i r t r ,  r \ ' t  , ' r l \  l t . r t i l  l ' t i r k  r f  r r ' t  h . l . ' r t  . ' t r
i n c i d c n t  h ( t  r l s o  l h r l  t h c  ( h i ! r r  h i r ( i  l 5  p f e -

v ious hi l rL l  hfr l inq inci ( l !n ls .

TIM DOLI-AR

' ' t v c l l .  l h l t l  r r i r s  . r  d r s r s t c r  \ \ l i t i  g  t ( ,
hirpncn.--

l l r  H.l l r f i rr .r .  l )ol l :rr  $nl:r lcl lcr to thc dcl ir l
dlnl rnrckin! c( 'rnprn\ x:king i t  to prcscrrc tht
l l ( ' \ l  inl i rnni l t ion lronr i ts dri \cr ' \  l rorl .

' ' l l i r \cd on thL l i ) l r \  lhi l l  $crc l)r( l( l rrrcr l  i r l
ru\for\c to our spol iat iort lcl lcf.  \ \ 'c hr( l  \us-
pi. ions thi l l  truclcr l i i l iSuc $irs l  l ( ' \ '  l i ic l() l
r r r  t h e  , r r ' , i , I ' r r t .  l ) .  l l i r '  . . r r , l .  l t \  t l r . \ r i r f
tocclhcr thc l ' -(  N' l  dl l l i l .  which \ho\r( l  \ \hcn
lhe  t r uc l  cng inc  \ ! i t s  on  i r n ( l  o l l .  c ( ) ' t t p i r n t
documrnls. irnd lhc drivcr-s hrtnd$ri l lcn 1()$s.
i L  l l  l r h  ' r r r  r e i . r r J .  . r r r , i  , l . l r * r t r ' . r r  t c . t i r r t " r r r .
wc  h l t d  s l r { n re  cv idcncc  l h i t l  hc  l l : r ( l  b r cn
wilhout slccp l i rr  rnorc lhrn l . l  houls hctirrc

Lhe rceidcr l t .  
'

' l  
h i l l  l i r l i B u c  i r r l i ' r r n i l i ( r n

also strengthcrrct l  lhc l lu int i l l  s

c u s c  l g l i n s t  l h r  d f i ! c f  s

emplo\ .cr .  i rccordins lo | ) ( ' l l ] r .
' ' I ) f i v c r  l i i t r E U (  h i r s  i r r l ) l i

c x l i o n \  l r ) r  l r  L l i f r r l  l c l r o r l
i r g x i n \ r  r h c  . n ) f l , r l c r  l i r r

f u i l i n g  t ( )  l r . r i n  d f i \ e r s  r n  l h c

d r n g c  f \  o l  l u t i g  c .  l ) o l l l r
\ l i d .  T h i s  d l i r  c r  s u i t l  h c

di( | r r ' l  f rc l l l  \ccrr lc  . in\  l r l rSor

i n l o r r n r l i o n . '
' ' \ \ 'h i t t  lhc indlrst^.  | l i \ \ \ r r \ .

ind \'iclirrr\ nc(l l() rcnrtnrlrcl

i \  thr l  r  l i r t igucd dr i rcr '  is  ur ' t r t
h i l  i is  d l lngcr(nrs i r \  Jn In lo\r -

c i r tcd t l r i rcr . "  s iud I ) r l lur  "Atr

cqui \ i l lcnt  i I ) r ( 'unl  o l  J l lcnl r (nr
\houkl  h '  p l rd t ( )  lhr t  i \s l |c  hr i l
i t  :  rxr l  h. ' inr  donf . '

rr s rv.mola* vcrsu cckh.coor

Plaintiff's auto atter rear-end collision in Hawkins u Haas Caffiage,lnc. et al.


