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Man With Leukemia Died Of Hemorrhage

Family Claimed Drug Therapy Should Have Started Sooner

$950,000 Settlement
The family of a m:rn who dicd from a

hemorrhage whilc suffering from a rar!)
form ol leukemi;r sued his doctor l irr
mcdical malpracticc, clairning that morc
timely trcatmcnt would have preventod
his dotrth.

A 38-ycartld collegc professor went to
an oncologist for confirmati<ln of a
lcukemia diagnosis. Bkxrd tcsts takcn in
the officc confirmcd thc diagnosis and
suggested that the man had a rarc lbrm
ofthc discasc callcd APl,. APL has a high
risk offatal hcrnorrhage ifuntrcatcd, but
drug thcrapy can grcatly reducc the risk.

Thc oncologist chosc to perlbnn bonc
marrow studics on an outpatient basis and
sent the specimens to nn out-of-state lab
for analysis. Bcforc thc lab rcsults were rc-
tu rncd .  th r .pa t i r .n t  suHi , r ld  a  mass iv t ' in -
tracranial hcmorrhage and died.

The patient's family sucd the oncolo-
gist, claiming that ifthe doctor had hos-
pitalized the paticnt and begun clrug
therapy, the pationt rvould not have
died.

Thc partics settlcd fbr $950,000 dur-
ing  mcd ia t ion .

Tlpe of Action: N{edical rnalpractice

Tlpe of lnjuries: Dcath
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CourUCase Number/Date: Jackson
County Circuit CourVConfi dential/April
9. 2003

Caption: Confidential

Judge, Jury or AI)R: Mediation

Name of Mediator: Hollis Hanovcr

Specia l  Damages:  $1.5 mi l l ion lost
wages, $9,000 funeral and burial cx-
p(]nscs

Verdict or Settlement: $950,000 set-
tle ment

Allocation of Fault: N/A

Last Offer: N/A

Last Demand: N/A

Attorneys for Plaintiff: Jeff Henry,
Law Offices of Tim Dollar, Kansas
City. and Peter Obertz, Bartimus,
Fr ick leton,  Robertson & Obertz ,
Kansns City

Insurance Carrier: Not disclosed

Plaintiff's Experts: Dr. Harry Jacob,
IVlinneapolis, Minn. thematologist)

Defendant's Experts: Dr. Alan Kcller.
Tulsa, Okla. (oncologist); Roscoc Mor-
ton, Dcs N{oines, Iowa (oncologist)
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