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E Vrnotcrs & SrrrlEMENrs
Trucker Severelv Burned In Head-On Crash

Struck Gas Line After Careening lnto Ditch
$4 Million Settlement

The pl:r int i f l  was a i l I- l ' ( ' l r-ol( l  truckci
'rvho was severr: lr-  burncrl  in an accir lcnt
with anothcr truck. Ik, sut 'r l  tho otht 'r
trucking compan)' .

The accirient haplx'n({l on Nllly 2.1. lgtx)
ol I lighs'ir-y 169 nt*rr lola. K;rn. I'lrt'rk'li'rr-
dant truck ua,q *ruthlxlrnd whetr it n:ar-
endtrl a vchick'that rvas sbl)lx<l to Dlakc N
lef l  hand tum.'Ihc r lel i '  laDt.-s truck th( 'n
crntnsl into tlx'rurrlhlnund lanc. whcrt it
lrit the plaintiffs tnrck. l:ioth tr{ctors I\rrst
into f lanres, antl  tht 'pl l int i l ls lnrck r ' :rn
into rr ditch. \ 'herc i t  stnlck a gas l inr ' ,
*hiclr explodcd. ' l 'hc plaint i f l  cscayrod
thr'ough tht'rcar rvildorv of his crbanrt was
msht<l to a nearb.v hospital rvith s?ven'
btrms to his lorver lirnlx. lle lvas cvcnlrral
ly ai ifted to the tini\'('ruity ol llur*r.s [krl-
isll (l'trtcr bunr tro:rtDr('nt unit. llt. rvirs
lrospital izul I i$rn Nlay I to.Iulv l .  drrr ing
rvhich linrc lre undt'rvrnt st'ven suryicrl
proterlun'," I i rr  burn oxcision :trrr l  skrrr
gltfls- Following his rlischargt' fnrrl tlrt'
hospital.  he continuc(l  l r i th oulpaticnt
tr-oatDrent aDd hom(' heall.h urn'.

The case uas sctt lo( l  pr iol to l i l ing
su i t .  I f  t hc  se t t l en ren t  ha r l  no t .  l r t t r r
rcachcd. srr i l  was to lx ' i i let l  in Jackson
t  ou l r t v .  IUu . .  r r l r p l v r r r q  K : r r r s ; r s  l ; r s .  i r r
cluri ing 52i-r0,000 caps I 'or al l  nol-p( 'cu-
niar-y injuri t 's- 

' Ihc part ics agrt 'r '<l  to a
structured sctt lenrenl. \ ! i th : l  gui lran,
tccd l i fet iore p:ryout of l i? nri l l ion rnrt a
prt 'scnt valLre of 54 mii l ion-

Tlpe of Action: Nt'gligt'nct'

Tlpe of l4iuries: SecoD(l- and thir(t-(te-
gree burns to 40 lx 'rceDt of l)o(ly

CourUCase Number/I)ate: Not llk'<l:
sett le( l  October 199!)

Caption: ( lonfi  dt:nt i :rJ

Judge, Jury, or ADR: N/A

Name of . tudge: Not l i l ( ' ( i

Special Damages Claimed: i i i '70.(XXl
past mcdicrlcxpcnsc. $j] .2 nri l l ion l i r-
trrrc nrtt l ic ir l  cxpcnsc

Verdict or Settlemenh S.l nrillion slttlt'
t tx ' l l t  rvi th $7 nri l l ion An|lrrrnt{{\ l  Ixl \ ,(nrt

Allocation of Fault: \/A

Last Offer: N/A

Last Demand: N/A

Attorney for Pldint i f f :  ' l ' inr I)ol lar.
K : l ns : l s  ( ' i l y

Insurance Carrl ier ' :  (  lonl irk 'nl i l r I
Plaint i f fs Expcrts: l Irx) l( l  ( ;() l( lsk. in.

l lostr)n (nx{l i(r :r l(r IDorrl i<s tt  l )r .  Ir .  l ln 'rrt
Kr4rI ' iv ir ir .  Ir ' rxxir,  Kirrr.  trxtrrpirt iol tr l
nxrl icirx ' t ;  l )r ' .  l l ichrrrr l  Kolenl irger,
Kansas ( ' i l t ' ,  Kitn. {pl iFt ic surg(Jv {n(l
l )unr tn'rtnn'nl ) :  l l ; rr i l l l  I l ' tz l .  Krnsrs
(l i tr  [ , i rn. (txrchokr{y l ;  l )r :  Joscph Sti l l .
n t l$Isl:r ,  ( ; i r .  ( l ) l l lst ic sulgt 'r1:rnrl  l rrr lrr
I Ir . j I Ir | |{ . | | I  , :  St l ' r ' r .  \ \ i  i rr lx.rg. Lrr". i
Surnnri l  (accir lcnt r( 'construcl ion ) i

l(rthy Willarrl. Lawlenceville. Ga. (n-
habilitltion and \tr:rtional counseling)

I)efendant's Experts: Nonc

Thc truck burst into flames.

Rrprit) tul u i th pt:nnixsiut l iont


