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'Truckdriver fatigue was $ome-
thing Jeffrey Burns rarely Pon-
dered until he stood in the weeds
alpng Interstate 70, surveying the
elfects of one trucker's drowsi-
ness.' The lawyer crouched to pick uP
items that once belonged to two
little girls atrd their mother, all of
whom died after a lractor-trail€r
smashed into the rear of thcir
parked car July 16.

A roller skate. Some bair bar-
rcttes. For days the dcbris sat in

the mud, lO0 f€et offthe roadway
- remnan$ of a crash so Power-
ful. so sudden, that ir reminded
one wjtness of explosions hc saw "'
in vietnam.

Burns thouglrt of his 7-year-old
daughter. The toys could hav€
be€n hers.

"That's when I really got '
scarcd." he said. "lf this casc
doesnl scare a 'person, nothing
wtll-

Burns was hardly a victim, jusr
the family's attorney. But the
wronefuldeath lawsuit he han-
dled ieahst the Case Corp. truck-
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crusade
truckers to rest
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Continued from A-1 down the road, you know" - is
critical in his business.

6:40 a.m.
Mike Planer, a trucker heading
:st on I-70 near Columbia. Mo.,

Other drivers were swapping
chatter about an easlbound Case

"For me this has been a life-
changing event. Society woke
up to the dangers of drunk
driving. In l0 years I hope
that's the case wjth fatigued
driving."

Jetfrey Burns

idgi company, which ended in a . Mg,l"y is "whal it's all about,"
sF:i.ft setileni;nt last month, will he said.
fQrgver change the way he feels on 

The aCCidgnta&ig}way, he said.
aiFhe same goes for Ed Beard, July 16, 4:30 a,m.

the girls' grandfather. Jeannie Ferguson, 33, rose
^'A sleepy truck driver took early at her parents' home in

tfripe of my family, just like that," Kansas City lo prepare for a trip
silil Beard ofKansas City. to meet her husband in Indiana,'The 

image of the speed- She woke her daughters - De-
pppping, seldom-sleeping long siree, 9, and Amber, 6 - who had
lfl.iiler has existed for years, but slept together in their grand-
sHiistics show that most of the mother's waterbed.

lnttion's 5 million commercial "The girls were all excited be-
dfi-iers perform their jobs with- cause they were going to surprise
odi tragic consequences. Since Daddy. He wasn't expecting them
1988 the number of traffic fatali- until late the nexl day, Saturday,"
ti6s involving big rigs actually has recalled Ed Beard. "They were
drbpped - about 2,800 deaths inlo these surprise doals."
wei€ rcported last year. Daddy had lefi his family's

I Still, other studies indicate fa- rural Henry County home to seek
. rrgu,e is a real hazard that has work at Indiana steel mills. He
been largely overlooked in an era landed a job and found a place to
of mandatory seat-belt laws and live. His wife and daughters were
crackdowns on drunken driving. heading east to join him, the

So Burns, Beard and others af- trunk of their Plymouth Reliant'fected by thq July 16 accident are loaded with clothes, toys and cos-
taking a stand to urge truck driv- metics.
ers to take a nip. The girls' mother allowed them

"For me this has been a life- to rid€ in their pajamas, as longas
changing event," said Burns, 37, lhey put on shoes. The girls'cous-

.ofthe Shook Hardy & Bacon law in hopped in the back seat, look-
firm. "society woke .up to the ing forward to reuniting with her
dangers of drunk driving. In l0 own paretrts in Kentucky after a
years I hope thal's the case with stay with the Beards.
faligued driving." "I'll call you when we gel

The numbers: there," Jeannie Ferguson assured
I About one-third of fatal her mother.

truct accidents are caused by 6 a.m..
, driver fatigue, according to the Gerald Iburg was hauling 32

National Transportation Safety tons of loading equipment to Il-
'Board. linois. He rerved up his Case rig

I Of more than 1,249 truck about four hours earlier in New-
drivers surveyed by the Insurance ton, Kan., where he had "maxed

9V.'

ers in that study said they violate "droggy," according to his depo-
federal laws ggverning work sition. He pulled off Inlerstate 70
hours and resting time. _ _ for aboul.l0 minutes, He $teppedrstilig tinie. , for about l0 minutes, He $tepped

are nirt accidents. around his rig to get some fresh
Dredictable ftapedies. air.

markers 86 and 87, Planer saw
Ferguson's red Reliant Dull onto
the shoulder and park abbut three
feel from the edge of the east-
bound lane. Steam rose from her
hood.

Planer grabbed rhe microDhone
on his radio 10 alert his truckins
colleagues to the stalled vehicle. 

-

Then, from behind Ferguson's
car came lburg's rig,

"Oh, my God," Planer utter€d
into the microphone.

In a later interYiew, he said:
"That car actually lifted into the
air - about as high as the head-
lights on the truck. It looked like a
Jeep getting blown up."

/ a.m.
Planer and another Dassi_ns

trucker, Al Dooty, yanked- at thE
crumpled rear door of the ,Reli-
ant. One Occupa4 thp grils' cous-
in, was pleading for help. She es-
caped with a bloody nos;.

Iburg with a burirp on his head.
walked around in the weeds as thi
others. tried to free the family. He
tlt a crgarette despile the odor of
leaking diesel fuel, Dooty later
sald-

Iburg told a Missouri troooer-
"I was gerting droggy, and I stanj
ec pounng some coffee and
boom."

- In coun, Iburg conlended he
had no-.recollection of the mo_
-ment oI tmpacl, nor any reason to
belleve he had fallen asleeD.

"To the best ofmy knoriledqe."
he told Bums in a depositioir,-1my eyes) were op€n vet."
though he saiC he didnl rerieni.
ber seei ng the Fergu$ons' car.
- A judge in Saline Counlv fined
lPurg SSOO for failing ro iontmt
hls rig. The judge commented
Inat everyone drives fatisued
once in a while-

Beard fumed. The dead sirls'
grandfather appeared al the ime
cnminal hearing to present the
:rucker with a pebble from each
victims' grave.
-_-"I1 made me wish for the OId
west days wh€n you could take

.Institute for Highway Safety, 19 out my driving lime" and rested
r percent admitted to having fallen eight hours lo comply with fed-
asleeD at. the wheel within a eral law. Iburc later said.asleep al. the wheel within a eral law, Iburg later said.

, monlh oftheir interviews. ,.After driving _ thr.ough Kan^sa1month oftheir interviews. After driving through Kansas
Aknost three out offour truck- City, however, he began. to_ feel

The aftermath

Dresid€nt at the Insurance Insti- w€st on I-70 near Columbia, Mo.,
iute. "The economic pressure on turned up his citizens band radio.
truck drivers islhere to drive long Other drivers were swapping
hours at high speeds. "

Even Gerald lburg,Even Gerald lburg, the veteran rig drifting from lane to lane:
trucker involved in the wreck that "Try to wake him up," a voice
killed Jeannie Ferguson and her cracked in. "He mu$t nol have his
two daughlem, conceded in a ears on," which meanl the errant
court deposition that delivering driver evidently had his radio off.
the godds on time - "to get Farther west, between mile

---.r;1,;"":=-,=,-;- , .' il . '



How many truck
wrecks are caused
by fatigue?
The percentage of accidents
caused by truckdriver fatigue
varies, depending on the
nature of the wreck and the
group compiling the figures.

31o/o
National Transportation
Safety Board (reporting on
the likely cause of accidents
in which truckers are killed)
41o/o
Amerlcan Automoblle
Assoclatlon (surveying truck
drivers involved in accidents
that required towing)
36%
Regular Common Carrler

. Conference (reporting what
drivers said in a poll on how
many accidents might be
gaused by fatigue)
2 '/o

American Trucklng
Assoclation (citing a federal
dala base in which carriers
voluntarily report accidents)

. l l

Florida researcher Richard Bie-
lock say the factors behirtl'
Iallgue-related accldents are4ltls
herent in the way most truckers
are compensated - by the mile.

The more miles they drive,'.fhg,
more money they can earn i$J".
dav. Besides lhat. idleness ctn-

,  . n  F -mean mrssrnS a snlpplng oer\$.i,
Ine. even loslns a ro0.

Fideral law iiciates that trfu'dtl
drivers put in no more tharl l0
consecutive hours on the rQFd;
After resting eight hours, they
may then work l0 more, then resl
for eight, work for l0 and, so
forth.

These hours usually are 'llq.

corded in the driver's log - cQqt--i

Association disputes studies
suggest drivers
the limits of alertness.
man John Doyle said the
tion is funding its own
into driver fatigue to
industry regulations.

"If I'm a safety manager fpf}:
trucking firm and I know,r[t:

"If I'm a safety manager fpf};

J'i'iiii u'iiii"elt'.1"", iou #l'H{;

_ 
The Slal

someone out lo the slreet for a
shootout," Beard said.

Tackling the civil case, lawyer
Bums had better luck. The Case
trucking company not only
agreed 10 a $4 million wrongful
death settlement but accepted
Bums' demands thal the com-
pany create a training program to
warn drivers about fatigue.

Now Bums wants to otganize a
national effort to rafue public
awarones!.

"Th€ last thing I want to do is
ro imply that truck drivers are
evil." he said. "Truckers have
b€en our biggest help. They were
out tbere trying to pull this family
out of the.wreckage. They slepped
forward when we needed infor-
mation.

"Most truckers don't want tired
drivers on the road because it
puts them at risk, too. It's up to
the trucking companies to em-
phasize safety."

Experts such as University of

-  ' : " w '
r m golng lo pul a stop to ll, sarr{L
association spokesman Jb$h-
Doyle. "That's the compaltfs
equipment he's driving out thcfF;;

"Anvone with commotr sense
knows-if vou're drivins fatis dd.'
you pull over and steei. tr riciirid'
take a great leap to apply wllat
happened in one terrible acci{ffif
to rhe 5 million drivers oul tdqfg
with commercial licenses."

Dovle also ouestioned the need.
rJ ta t l

IOr trucKtns comDanres lo encour-
age drived to rist when theftBl
sleepy. "I'm sure mosl comd{ff*
manuals don't say, 'qg 

!g ;lFr
9a.!h.r9om when your_ blAdde$X*
full.' It comes down to comnidii

.. ,.,1lllsense.
For Jeff Burns, it comes ddllm

to public safety, respect foriffi
and that scene in the weeds. . -. ,

The skate, the barrettes. . , -: --
The memorv can drive the fdilS

yertotears. '":1:

"Amber. the 6-year-old, '[f$.

died in the hospital a short \${q
earlier," Burns said. "Her grryt!;
father and I said a little prayei ii!
the crash site, and that was it."' '^

Buy, rell, tradq moriilg ard SutrCays
ritt ster C'lassifldd rrk. To place'i6#
a& dial 2!{-10{0. -Adu. 

, :",

monly referred to as a "cot{$i
book" in the trade because of thts

.  
' l \ | |  

'b€lrel that manv truckeni concoct.  t t  o rme llgures,
Still, the American Trucl{li}"


